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who had no special love for Austria, were ready to
admit that she had here a genuine grievance. She
might be reactionary and inept, but across the
Danube was a movement which threatened the
integrity of her dominions and her very existence as a
Great Power. The public opinion of Western Europe
would have been on her side had she demanded from
Serbia the most stringent guarantees.

What the Austrian demands were to be no man
outside Austro-Hungary and Germany knew for the
better part of a month, though there were ominous
signs, such as the inspired truculence of the Austrian
press and the cryptic speeches of the German Am-
bassador in Vienna, who went so far as to declare
that Austria must settle with Serbia once and for all.
On the 5th day of July a meeting was held at Potsdam
at which the situation was discussed and the outline
of the Austrian ultimatum to Serbia decided upon.
In spite of denials it is beyond question that the
meeting took place. We know that the Emperor
was there, and we know that an autograph letter
from the Emperor Francis Joseph, presented to the
Emperor that morning by the Austrian Ambassador,
was discussed, and that the result of the deliberations
was to promise German support to Austria in the
most peremptory and extreme demands upon.
Serbia. Next day there was a Cabinet Council in
Vienna. The assurance that Germany was behind
them in a bellicose policy encouraged the ministers,
under the guidance of Count Berchtold, to present
to Serbia an impossible ultimatum, and risk the
consequences. Only one voice, that of Count Tisza,
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